TOURIST ORIENTED DIRECTIONAL SIGNS

GENERAL INFORMATION 

&

APPLICATION
Dear Applicant:


Enclosed is a copy of MassDOT- Highway Division's Tourist Oriented Directional Signing (TOD) General Information and Application.  


Please refer to the attached list to determine the appropriate District for your facility.  Any questions can be directed to the appropriate District Traffic Engineer.  The completed application should be returned to the corresponding District Highway Director.  If it is returned to the MassDOT- Highway Division Boston Office, it will have to be redirected to the District office, resulting in an unnecessary delay.


Thank you for your interest in MassDOT- Highway Division's Tourist Oriented Directional Signing Program.







MassDOT- Highway Division Sign Unit







(617) 973-7381

Revised 12/23/09

GENERAL INFORMATION FOR TOURIST ORIENTED DIRECTIONAL

SIGNING ON CONVENTIONAL ROADS

I.
PURPOSE

Tourist-Oriented Directional Signs (TOD) and Agricultural Signs provide the business identification and directional information for businesses (including seasonal agricultural products), services, and activities the major portion of whose income or visitors are derived during the normal business season from motorists not residing in the immediate area of the business or activity.  They are intended for use only on rural conventional roads and shall not be used at interchanges on expressways or freeways.

II.
CRITERIA

A.
Attractions shall be signed at a particular location in the following order of priority (with the highest priority listed first):  national park; state park; historic, cultural, or recreational sites; and commercial establishments.  These attractions must also be located in rural areas outside of urbanized areas as defined by the U.S. Census except that certain areas of low development density and average daily traffic (ADT) may be designated as de-facto rural areas.  Farms must have prior approval of the Department of Food and Agriculture in order to apply for Agricultural Signs.  A farm which does not receive this approval may still be eligible for a standard Tourist Oriented Directional Sign.


B.
Attractions must be within 10 miles of the initial point of turn on the state highway.  Farms must be within5 miles of the initial point of turn on the state highway to qualify for Agricultural Signs.


C.
If the location of the point of interest can be determined from or is on state highway, applications for signing on the same state highway shall not be approved, unless there is signing leading motorists to a similar facility located off that state highway.  In this case, signing may be installed for the facility located on the state  highway, but only at intersections with signing for the similar facility located off the state highway.


D.
If the activity has an existing or pending Outdoor Advertising Board permit in the area covered by these rules, the "Point of Interest" application will not be approved.


E.
If an applicant has an on-premises advertising sign which is visible from the highway, the applicant will be given first priority for Tourist Oriented Directional Signing, subject to the condition that the applicant removes this on-premises sign, and subject to that attraction's position on the Priority List.


F.
Each facility identified on a Tourist Oriented Directional Sign shall have given written assurance to the state of its conformity with all applicable laws concerning the provisions of public accommodations without regard to race, color, sex, national origin, or handicap and shall not be in breach of the assurance.  Each business must also comply with all handicap access laws and must provide MassDOT- Highway Division with written certification of compliance issued by the Handicap Accessibility Officer of the municipality in which they are located.

III.
SIGN LOCATION AND DESIGNtc  \l 2 "4.3
SIGN LOCATION AND DESIGN"

A.
GENERAL


1.
Number Permitted - Normally, no more than two "sign assemblies" for Tourist Oriented Directional Signs will be permitted on each approach to an intersection.  One sign assembly (2 panels maximum) shall be used exclusively for those attractions requiring a right turn at the intersection.  The second assembly shall be used exclusively for those attractions requiring a left turn at the intersection.  A third sign assembly may be installed to provide signing for a facility in the ahead direction at intersections where signing is provided for a similar facility in the right or left direction. In addition, one sign assembly (2 panels maximum) may be installed to provide Agricultural Signing for farms approved by the Department of Food and Agriculture.  A tab indicating the name of a farm may also be installed with Agricultural Signing.



2.
Trailblazing - Trailblazing signs shall be placed at each decision point along the route to the applicant's facility.  The applicant must have written approval for trailblazing from each community which this route traverses.  The trailblazing plan is subject to the approval of MassDOT- Highway Division.  All trailblazing signs shall be erected before signs on the state highway are installed.  The trailblazing signs shall be maintained and kept in good repair by the petitioner or the signs on the state highway shall be removed.


B.
LOCATION


Longitudinal Location - Sign assemblies shall be placed in accordance with the following standards:




1.
At least200 feet from a traffic control sign or device.




2.
At least 200 feet from a numbered route junction or signalized intersection on roads zoned for more than 40 m.p.h.




3.
At least750 feet from a railroad crossing.




4.
At least 300 feet from another Tourist-Oriented Directional sign.


C.
DESIGN


1.
Colors - The background of TOD signs shall be blue, except national and state parks signs which shall be brown.  White is to be used for all lettering, border, mileage, and destination arrows.  Logos, if used, shall be reproduced in colors consistent with customary use. Logos which resemble any traffic control device shall not be used.  Legends, borders and background sheeting shall conform to current MassDOT- Highway Division standards.



2.
Mounting - No more than two Directional Sign panels can be mounted on a sign assembly.  Sign panels for primary traveler's points of interest higher on the priority list shall receive priority over others.  Vandal proof fasteners shall be supplied by the applicant and used to attach the panel to the sign supports.  All supports shall be in accordance with MassDOT- Highway Division Standards.



3.
Size - All sign panels shall be 72"in length and shall consist of no more than two lines of legend.  Sign panels shall be a maximum of 20" in height.  All letters and numerals shall be 6" in height.  Applicants proposing to add panels to sign assemblies with existing 60" panels may either install 60" panels or replace the existing panels with 72" panels to maintain uniformity.  Agricultural Signs shall be 60”  in length and a maximum of 20” in height.  Signs shall consist of no more than 2 approved agricultural symbols, the Department of Food and Agriculture logo, and a directional arrow.  A farm name tab shall be 60” in length and 6” in height. 



4.
All TOD signs shall be fabricated in accordance with the current edition of the MassDOT- Highway Division Standard Specifications for Highways and Bridges.  The aluminum panels shall be 2 mm (.080") thick.  5052 aluminum alloy may be used as an option subject to the condition that it complies with the ASTM B209 Alloy 6061-T6 flatness tolerance.

IV.
PROCEDUREtc  \l 2 "4.4
PROCEDURE"

A.
Upon receiving written approval from the communities for trailblazing, the petitioner shall apply to the appropriate District Highway Director for approval.  The applicant shall submit copies of written approval from the communities for trailblazing signs, a map showing proposed trailblazing sign locations and design of trailblazing signs showing dimensions, color, legend, materials, etc.  For Agricultural Signs, the petitioner must receive approval of the Department of Food and Agriculture for the use of agricultural symbols before applying to the appropriate District Highway Director.

B.  The applicant shall be responsible for erecting the  trailblazing signs prior to the installation of the Tourist Oriented Directional Sign(s) on the state highway.

C.
After approval by MassDOT- Highway Division, copies of Standards and Specifications shall be sent 
to the applicant for the fabrication of the proposed panels.  The petitioner shall be 
required to supply panels and vandal proof fasteners to MassDOT- Highway Division for erection by 
MassDOT- Highway Division forces.  The appropriate District Highway Office shall determine and 
perform maintenance for the sign assembly, with panels and vandal proof fasteners        supplied by the applicant.  The applicant shall be responsible for the maintenance of all  associated trailblazing signing.

V.
FEEStc  \l 2 "4.5
FEES"

A.
A fee of $250.00 (two hundred and fifty dollars) per sign panel shall be charged by the Highway Department.


B.
Applicants shall be responsible for the full cost of fabricating and supplying sign panel(s) and vandal proof fasteners and performing maintenance for trailblazing signs, as determined by MassDOT- Highway Division.


C.
MassDOT- Highway Division assume the costs for supplying and installing sign supports, and attaching the panel(s) to the supports; and costs for maintenance of the sign assembly.


D.
Any sign panel(s) destroyed by accident, vandalism, or wear shall be replaced at the expense of the applicant.


E.
MassDOT- Highway Division shall bear the entire expense of fabricating and installing approved TOD signing for a sister State Agency.

MassDOT- Highway Division reserves the right to remove signs installed  under the provisions of this policy without prior notice.  Reasons for removal include, but are not limited to, the following:


1.
Signs are found to create a safety hazard.


2.
Subsequent additions/changes to existing signs result in spacing of less than 800’ between signs.


3.
Construction activities (including provision of traffic management safety controls) necessitate sign removal.


4.
The facility fails to comply with the provisions of this Policy at any time.

Signs authorized and approved under this policy shall only be erected by MassDOT- Highway Division or an approved contractor, and shall only be posted within the state highway layout.  MassDOT- Highway Division's resources are aimed at simple and uncluttered signing in order to keep all highways safe.  Applicants denied an Tourist Oriented Directional sign are advised to contact the Outdoor Advertising Board at: 10 Park Plaza, Boston, MA  02116, to place signs outside the state highway layout.

All signing discussed above is controlled by MassDOT- Highway Division standards that specify such things as location, size, color, and number.  All installations require adherence to application procedures and MassDOT- Highway Division approval.

For further information, contact:

Massachusetts Department of Transportation - Highway Division

10 Park Plaza


Boston, Massachusetts 02116-3973


TELEPHONE:  (617) 973-7381

VII.
APPLICATION FOR TOURIST ORIENTED DIRECTIONAL (TOD) SIGN

MASSACHUSETTS DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION - HIGHWAY DIVISION

TOURIST ORIENTED DIRECTIONAL (TOD) SIGN APPLICATION

District:





City/Town:





Application is hereby made for Freeway Services Sign(s) authorized by Chapter 85, Section 2D of the General Laws as amended by Chapter 671, Acts of 1971 or as may be further amended (Ter. ed.).

A.
Applicant must answer every question below in ink.  Use blank space or additional sheets if you need more room to answer any question.  Write "NO" or "NONE" where they apply.



1.
Legal name of Facility:










2.
Business Address:












3.
Mailing Address:











4.
Number of years at present Business address:









Telephone:













5.
Days and hours of operation: 











6.
Indicate type of facility:




a.
National Park  







b.
State Park  







c.
Historical Facility  






d.
Cultural Facility  






e.
Recreational Facility 






f.
Commercial Enterprise          





7.
Do you operate under a license or permit issued by a City or Town? 





8.
If yes, provide city/town name, license type, and permit number:





9.
Indicate the exact name you propose to use on the sign(s):  
































10.
Do you plan to use a logo?  











11.
What is the Route number of the State Highway that you are petitioning to have (a) Tourist Oriented Directional sign(s) erected on? 










12.
Is your facility located on or can it be seen from the State Highway? 













13.
Is your facility in full conformity with all applicable laws concerning handicap access and the provision of public accommodations without regard to race, color, sex, national origin, or handicap?

B.
APPLICATION REQUIREMENTS:


Upon submittal of the application, the applicant shall supply for MassDOT- Highway Division review, copies of the following:



1.
Written approval from City/Town for erecting all trailblazing sign(s).



2.
Map(s) showing proposed trailblazing with sign location(s) clearly marked.



3.
Blown up detail of trailblazing sign(s) showing:




a.
Dimensions




b.
Color




c. 
Material


If this application is disapproved for reasons limited to inadequate trailblazing, the District Highway Director shall return the application with his/her comments to the applicant for corrections and resubmittal.

DIVISION OF WORK

The applicant or their own contractor, with prior approval of MassDOT- Highway Division, shall provide all labor, equipment and materials required for installation of said trailblazing signs, and for fabrication of proposed panels.  The applicant shall supply vandal proof fasteners along with the panel(s).  MassDOT- Highway Division shall provide sign supports, and all labor and equipment necessary to attach panels and erect the sign assembly.

All drawings for sign panels shall require MassDOT- Highway Division approval prior to installation and all work shall be in accordance with current MassDOT- Highway Division Standards and Specifications.

Said installation shall be made under the supervision of and to the satisfaction of MassDOT- Highway Division's District Highway Director.  Upon approval from MassDOT- Highway Division for this application, specifications for the panel(s) shall be forwarded to applicant(s) for fabrication.         


DIVISION OF EXPENSE

The entire cost of said sign panel(s) shall be borne by the applicant.  MassDOT- Highway Division reserves the right to order the removal or relocation of the signs authorized by this Agreement at any time.  Removal of signs will be at the expense of MassDOT- Highway Division.

The applicant further agrees that he/she will maintain the requirements herein stated for the sign(s) approved and in the event such requirements are not met for a period of more than thirty days after notification by MassDOT- Highway Division, the sign(s) will be removed.  If too many signs are being placed at a particular location, MassDOT- Highway Division reserves the right to revoke its approval and to remove signs.  This shall be done at the expense of MassDOT- Highway Division.  Any application for a new sign thereafter made should be considered a new application.

Upon MassDOT- Highway Division approval of this application, the applicant will be notified of the approval and will be required to supply panels and vandal proof fasteners to MassDOT- Highway Division for erection by MassDOT- Highway Division personnel.  The applicant must also submit a fee of $250.00 per sign.  This fee should be included with the panels at the time of delivery to MassDOT- Highway Division.

The applicant agrees and acknowledges that the sign(s) approved and erected under this application shall become the property of MassDOT- Highway Division and MassDOT- Highway Division shall thereafter maintain said sign(s) at the direction of the District Highway Director.  However, all necessary panels and vandal proof fasteners shall be supplied by the applicant.

MassDOT- Highway Division hereby reserves the right to add or remove panels to existing sign assemblies as may be applicable.  The cost involved in fabrication of additional panels to a sign assembly will be assumed by the new applicant.

MassDOT- Highway Division may revoke its approval at any time and remove the sign(s), after notification has been sent by MassDOT- Highway Division.  However, if said approval is revoked and removal of the sign(s) occurs, the applicant may retrieve said sign panel(s) from MassDOT- Highway Division's maintenance area.  No reimbursement of funds expended will be due the applicant if sign(s) are removed for any reason.  Any sign panel(s) destroyed by accident, vandalism, or wear shall be replaced at the expense of the applicant.  MassDOT- Highway Division will erect or attach the new sign panel(s) as per Agreement outlined in DIVISION OF WORK.

SUBSCRIBED THIS  
        DAY OF   



  20    
 , 

UNDER PENALTIES OF PERJURY.

SIGNATURE













BUSINESS TITLE












PRINT NAME   













THIS PAGE FOR OFFICE USE ONLY
From:
District Traffic Engineer  




Date  

/
/

To:
District Highway Director  











Subject:  TOURIST ORIENTED DIRECTIONAL SIGNS (TOD)
Approve  

Disapprove  

the enclosed application for Tourist Oriented Directional Signs.

Recommend the following legend:  











The recommended location(s) is (are):



































































   DISTRICT TRAFFIC ENGINEER

From:
District Highway Director  




  Date 

/
/

To:
District Traffic Engineer  











Subject:  TOURIST ORIENTED DIRECTIONAL SIGNS
Approve   
  Disapprove    
the enclosed application for Tourist Oriented Directional  Signs.





















  DISTRICT HIGHWAY DIRECTOR  




2

